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By George
      One of my greatest blessings was 
to know and work with Almon Henson.   
Almon was counselor to Canadian Valley 
Electric Cooperative for 34 years beginning 
in the late 1960’s.  From my perspective, 
Canadian Valley Electric Cooperative exists 
today as a result of the consistent, prin-
cipled leadership it received from Almon 
Henson during the most difficult years for 
the cooperative and the energy industry.   
The cooperative had difficulty adjusting to 
the new reality of the energy industry ini-
tially brought on by the oil embargo of the 
early 1970s.  During this time board mem-
bers, managers and employees came and 
went.  Almon provided the continuity of 
leadership that kept Canadian Valley going.
      While I was not here during that time 
to have first-hand knowledge of this inci-
dent, this story was related to me that at the 
end of one of those particularly difficult 
Canadian Valley board meetings during the 
1970s, the president of the board of trust-
ees told Almon, “This is it.  It’s over.  Call 
REA in the morning and tell them that they 
can have it (the cooperative).”  Almon’s 
response, even though he had no vote in the 
matter, to the president of the board of the 
cooperative was, “No, that’s not the right 
thing to do.  We got into this, we can make 
it work.”  And with the continued quiet, 
strong leadership of Almon, the coopera-
tive regained it bearings and focused on 
its mission of being a servant to the people 
who depend on it.  While this may sound 
a little strange, Canadian Valley Electric 
Cooperative under his counsel became an 
organization with which Almon Henson 
could be and was proud to be associated.
       During all those years that Almon sat 
in the Canadian Valley Electric Cooperative 
board meetings only speaking when it mat-
tered, he did not need a motto or a mission 
statement posted on the wall for guidance.  
For Almon every issue was measured 
against the principle of what would be in 
the best interest of the customers/members 
of the cooperative.  When Almon spoke, 
board members and managers listened, 
not because of any bestowed authority, but 
because of their regard for his counsel and 
wisdom.

Longtime attorney left mark on CVEC 
     If you wanted to pat-
tern your life morally, 
with worth and produc-
tivity — Almon Henson 
would be a good man to 
use as your example. 
      Canadian Valley 
Electric Cooperative 
board member Clayton 
Eads used these words to 
describe the cooperative’s 
longtime attorney before 
he retired as the legal 
mind of CVEC in 2002. 
      Mr. Henson, a well-
known Shawnee lawyer, 
died March 9 at the age 
of 93. He left behind a 
legacy of family, hard 
work and respect for the 
law. 
      Henson was a child of the Great Depression, who grew up in Garvin County but spent 
many of his boyhood years picking cotton and fruit out west. School in his formative years 
was sporadic. His parents valued education, but survival was foremost on their minds during 
those hard times, he said during a 2002 interview for the Electralite.  
      He said as a child he would duck into the county courthouse and watch criminal cases 
unfold, sprouting his love for the law. 
     “There were no lawyers in my family,” he said in 2002. “My father’s people were farm-
ers, but I knew at an early age I wanted to go to law school.”
     He became a teacher first, and served as principal in the two-room Crossroads School in 
Garvin County. He later joined the U.S. Army Air Corps but swore when he returned from 
serving in World War II that he would become a lawyer. 
            In 1946, he started law school at the University of Oklahoma and in two years moved 
to Shawnee where he opened a small office atop a former bank. He had said he placed an 
advertisement in a local newspaper and waited weeks for his first client. 
      “I’m not ashamed to say I lost my first case to a more experienced trial lawyer, but I 
learned a lot and gained a business partner,” Mr. Henson said in a 2002 interview. 
   He later became partners with that lawyer, John Goode, at a law firm that eventually 
evolved into one that included his daughter and son. He continued to practice law until age 
85. 
      Still somewhat a newcomer to Shawnee, Henson served as county prosecutor from 
1951-1952 where he handled 53 criminal cases for Pottawatomie County District Court. He 
litigated the first case in Shawnee that was decided by a coed jury. He also is credited for 
envisioning the need for more parking and additional security at the courthouse during his 
tenure. 
      In 1968, he was hired as CVEC’s attorney, a position he held for 34 years. His son, Roger 
Henson, took over in 2002 and has been legal counsel since then. 
      “Canadian Valley represents the rural people of this area and provides them with some-
thing that improves their quality of life — electricity. When we provide electricity, we 
provide just about everything they need to put them on equal standing with people who live 
in the city,” he said in 2002. 
      Henson knew this because he lived in a home without electricity until he was a teenager. 
      CVEC Manager George Hand said Henson identified with the cooperative and always 
put it first. Hand often referred to the attorney as Mr. Canadian Valley. 
    “Canadian Valley couldn’t have had a more credible spokesperson,” Hand said. Continued on page 2

Almon Henson, March 3, 1919-March 9, 2012
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By George cont. 

      During my time as manager being associated with Almon 
Henson as the cooperative’s attorney, we have only been to court a 
couple of times.  In both cases the cooperative was successful.  I like 
to believe that was because we were right.  However we all know 
that it takes good representation to be successful in court, even when 
you are right.  While the cooperative was never outmanned in the 
courtroom with Almon sitting at our table, most of the time Almon’s 
counsel kept us out of the courtroom.
     As I stated earlier, I know that Almon Henson was proud to be 
associated with Canadian Valley Electric Cooperative. But there was 
no arrogance in that pride.  But because of his life experiences and 
the history he brought with him to the cooperative, Almon saw the 
importance of the mission of the cooperative and the importance of 
staying focused on that mission.   He believed that Canadian Valley 
Electric’s purpose was to be a servant.  I believe he saw his associa-
tion with the cooperative as his opportunity to be a servant to the 
servant in serving the people.
     As long as those of us who worked with and knew Almon Henson 
survive, his influence will continue to be a positive force in the 
direction of Canadian Valley Electric Cooperative.  Our goal will be 
to continue that purpose he championed.
     Almon Henson was a remarkable member of the “Greatest Gen-
eration.”  He was an exceptional lawyer, but an even better coun-
selor.  He leaves a heritage of caring for people.  Let him who would 
be great, first serve.
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ELECTRALITE
P.O. Box 751 Seminole, Okla. 74818
Serving Hughes, Lincoln, McIntosh, 
Okfuskee, Pottawatomie, Seminole 
and portions of Oklahoma, 
Cleveland and Creek counties

Main Office and Headquarters
Interstate 40 at the Prague/Seminole Exit

Area Office
35 W JC Watts Street, Eufaula

Office Hours
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday -Friday

Board of Trustees
President— Matt Goodson, Tecumseh ......................District 5
Vice President — Robert Schoenecke, Meeker .........District 2
Secretary-Tres.—Steve Marak, Meeker ....................District 1
Asst. Sec/Treas. — Joe Semtner, Konawa ................District 6
Yates Adcock, Dustin   ..............................................District 8
Gary Crain, Prague.....................................................District 3
Clayton Eads, Shawnee .............................................District 4
J.P, Duvall, Seminole .................................................District 7
George E Hand .....................................................Manager
J. Roger Henson ....................................................Attorney
Ann Weaver ...........................................................Editor

Telephone Numbers
Seminole .........................................................(405) 382-3680
Shawnee, Tecumseh, Earlsboro ......................(405) 273-4680
Toll free.............................................................(877)382-3680
Eufaula ........................................................... (918) 689-3232

     Read               Billing date
Cycle 1              26th-31st             5th          1-1/2% penalty
Cycle 2               6th-11th             15th        is applied 20 
Cycle 3              16th-21st             25th       after billing date

In Case of Trouble
1. Check for blown fuse or tripped circuit breakers.
2. Check with your neighbors. Ask if their electricity is off 
and if they have reported it.
3. If not call the office and report the trouble.

Operating Statistics for January
                                                              2010                     2011 
Operating Revenues ..........................    $5,004,613            $5,300,662 
Wholesale Cost of Power ..................   $3,880,204            $3,667,297 
Percentage WPC is of Revenue ..................   77.53                    69.19 
Revenue Per Mi of Line: MTD ................ $969.51              $1,024.28 
Consumers per mile of line:MTD .................. 4.55                      4.57
KWPeak Demand -This Month ................ 156,110                141,488 
Billing KW Demand ..................................110,748                115,112
KW Peak Demand: YTD .......................... 156,110                141,488
KWH Purchased - This Month ............. 77,766,730          71,055,450 
Taxes Paid ...............................................  $107,267             $106.857 
Interest on Long Term Debt ...................  $184,842             $191,519 
System Load Factor ......................................   67.0                     67.5

New Services Staked in February
   During the month of February 43 new services were staked. 
The total new services staked in 2012 is 71. This compares to 

57 for the same period in 2011. 

FINANCIAL 
STATEMENT

BEGINNING BALANCE 1/31/12.....$152,549.65
Deposits .......................................................7,433.89 
Interest Income  ................................................6.63
Checks Issued ........................................... -5,836.03 
Approved, not yet paid .............................-5,268.41 
BALANCE 1/31/12.............................$148,885.73

     The Average Monthly Payment (AMP) plan and the Automatic 
Bank Check (ABC) plan are two programs designed to help our 
customers with their monthly budgeting and lessen the burden of 
remembering to pay their electric bill. 
     The AMP plan averages your energy usage over 12 months and 
allows you to pay that amount each month. This eliminates the 
unknown of whether your electric bill will be high or low. 
      Your account is reevaluated monthly to determine whether the 
AMP amount should be lowered, raised, or remain the same. The 
total billing over the long term remains the same. Only the amount 
of the individual bills will be averaged. A member must have an 
active account for 12 months and the account must have a zero 
balance to be eligible.    1002160401
     The ABC program will charge the member’s checking account 
for their electric bill 10 days after the member is billed. NO writ-
ing checks, NO stamps and NO forgetting to pay your bill. 
     These two plans work great together and are simple to sign up 
for. For more information, contact the cooperative’s customer ser-
vice department.   

Two smart ways to pay your bill
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Rules for reconnecting 
CVEC nonpayment accounts
    Canadian Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. will 
reconnect nonpayment accounts between the hours 
of 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Friday. Any 
payment and request for reconnection received after 
7 p.m. will be scheduled for the following business 
day. The business hours reconnect charge of $25 
applies to calls received from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The 
after hours reconnect charge of $50 applies to calls 
received after 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. Questions regard-
ing this procedure may be directed to the CVEC 
Customer Service Department.

Oklahoma Corporation
Commission Rules for

Electric Utilities
OAC 165:35-21-31

Reconnection of Service
     (a) A utility shall reconnect service upon the 
consumer's request as soon as the reason for discon-
nection of service has been eliminated. The utility 
shall give precedence to reconnection of service when 
disconnection was the fault of the utility; the utility 
shall reconnect service in the normal course of its 
reconnection workload, as soon as possible but no 
later than twenty-four (24) hours after the consumer 
eliminates the reason for disconnection and requests 
reconnection, when disconnection of service was the 
fault of the consumer. If the reason for disconnec-
tion is unauthorized use of electricity accomplished 
through bypassing the utility's measuring equipment 
or tampering with the wires, pipes, meters, or other 
utility equipment, the utility may, prior to recon-
necting service, require a reasonable payment for 
estimated service rendered or may refuse to reconnect 
service until ordered by the Commission. 
     A utility may require payment of a reconnection 
charge when disconnection of service was the fault 
of the consumer, if such a charge is provided in the 
utility's tariffs.
    (b) When the disconnection of service was for 
nonpayment of service and disconnection took place 
on a Friday morning, service shall be restored as soon 
as possible, but no later than twenty-four (24) hours 
from when the consumer eliminates the reason for 
disconnection and requests reconnection, subject to an 
intervening Act of God.
     (c) When a disconnection for nonpayment of ser-
vice has occurred immediately preceding periods of 
severe weather as described in OAC 165:35-21-10(c), 
the utility shall reconnect service as soon as possible 
but no later than twenty-four (24) hours, subject to 
an intervening Act of God, upon receipt of one of the 
following:
    (A) Payment of the past due bill for which service 
was disconnected.
    (B) A life-threatening certificate from the consumer 
pursuant to OAC 165:35-21-10.
    (C) Guarantee by a federal, state, or local social 
service agency that payment will be made directly to 
the utility.
    (D) Reconnection or continuance of service under 
this Section shall not in any way relieve the consumer 
of the consumer's liability incurred for service.

CVEC/WFEC Lines Benefit Area Schools
      Canadian Valley Electric Cooperative and 
it's power supplier Western Farmers Electric 
Cooperative together have paid millions in 
taxes that go directly to benefit schools in our 
membership area. 
       In 2011, CVEC paid gross receipts taxes 
totaling $1,108,797.86. After deducting the 
state’s 5 percent, the balance was distributed 
to schools in CVEC’s service area according 
to the number of miles of line the co-op has in 
each school district. Because WFEC also pays 
gross receipts tax, an additional $439,023.70 
was paid by them in 2011.

     One of the misconceptions concerning cooperatives is that we pay no taxes. We 
do. It’s just different than those of other utilities. Municipally-owned electric utilities 
pay no taxes because cities and towns use electrical revenues to help fund city gov-
ernment. Investor-owned utilities pay a corporate income tax on profits, an ad-valor-
em tax on property (a portion of which goes to schools) and city and franchise taxes.
      Rural Electric Cooperatives such as CVEC pay a 2-percent gross receipts tax 
in lieu of ad-valorem, sales and other excise taxes. Ninety-five percent of the gross 
receipts tax is distributed directly to schools within our service area. The other 5 
percent is withheld by the state for collection and handling fees. We pay the same 2 
percent at both the wholesale and retail levels-essentially doubling the tax.
      That money can be spent on whatever schools need, whether it be tucked away 
for large building projects or used for classroom supplies. The amount of tax paid to 
each school district varies and is calculated on the total number of miles of power 
lines the two cooperatives have in the district.     

Cleveland County
Little Axe  CVEC        $514.53 

WFEC     19,973.33
Creek County

Gypsy  CVEC       57.88 
Hughes County

Dustin  CVEC 23,153.86 
WFEC      16,815.33

Holdenville CVEC 32,436.85 
Moss  CVEC  6,832.53 

WFEC        5,167.64
Wetumka  CVEC 61,452.07 

WFEC       8,223.11
Lincoln County

Chandler  CVEC  6,041.44 
Davenport CVEC  5,799.19 
Meeker  CVEC 51,195.77 

WFEC      19,460.67
Prague CVEC     104,280.29

WFEC      43,166.19
Stroud               CVEC 3,878.27 
Wellston  CVEC 16,196.99
White Rock           CVEC      33,287.97
                            WFEC  1,168.87 

McIntosh County
Checotah  CVEC     366.60 
Eufaula  CVEC 42,150.75          

WFEC            61.52
Hanna  CVEC      29,272.49 

WFEC      24,484.76 
Okfuskee County

Bearden              CVEC     $14,775.60
                           WFEC 25,981.74 
Boley  CVEC  3,964.03
                           WFEC        8,489.69 
Graham  CVEC   1,048.36                
Mason  CVEC   8,459.74 
Paden  CVEC 45,486.63
                            WFEC     12,016.81 
Weleetka  CVEC   4,386.37
                            WFEC 19,932.32

   Oklahoma County
Harrah  CVEC  24,127.18
                            WFEC    1,066.34 
Luther  CVEC    975.46

Pottawatomie County
Asher  CVEC  24,755.34 
Bethel  CVEC  26,230.33
                            WFEC        23,213.36 
Dale  CVEC 17,633.38 
                             WEFC     17,669.01 
Earlsboro  CVEC  35,845.61 
Grove  CVEC   6,954.73 
Macomb  CVEC  36,771.77
                            WFEC  22,864.75     
Maud  CVEC                   22,195.55
                            WFEC  36,993.73 
McLoud  CVEC  24,365.16
North Rock Creek  CVEC                    31,287.73
                            WEFC                    17,327.99 
Pleasant Grove CVEC       216.53 
Shawnee     CVEC                      1,097.66 
South Rock Creek CVEC  13,086.22 
Tecumseh CVEC               48,042.13
                            WFEC  31,887.61 
Wanette  CVEC  60,982.56 

Seminole County
Bowlegs  CVEC  13,367.07
                            WFEC               11,155.54  
Butner  CVEC      831.82
                            WFEC  29,262.78 
Justice  CVEC    4,675.79 
Konawa  CVEC               42,581.67
                            WFEC    6,459.55 
New Lima CVEC               14,745.58
                            WFEC  12,467.95 
Pleasant Grove CVEC  13,581.46 
Sasakwa  CVEC  62,095.24 
Seminole  CVEC               15,315.85
Strother  CVEC  38,379.68
                            WFEC               14,067.46 
Varnum  CVEC  26,275.35
                            WFEC   9,945.65 
Wewoka  CVEC  7,338.49 
Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,547,821.56
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3 br, 1 ¾ ba log house, 
2,250 sq ft, storage 1,950, 
10 acres, n of Seminole. 
$175,000. (580) 210-8011
10 acres in South Rock 
Creek area. 551-0054
2 br, 1 ba cabin, 30x30 
garage, Eagle Bluff, 
Eufaula. $81,000 (918) 
341-4080, 521-6870
Shawnee Twin Lakes, 09 
mfg home, 2,128 sq ft, 
3 bd, 2 ba, 2 car, 2 liv, 
office, fp, safe room, boat 
dock, ramp, $159,000. 
245-6810
3 br, 2 ba home on 4 
lots in Shawnee. $80,000. 
305-3171, 275-9040
2 homes, 2.5 acres, shop, 
storage buildings, 1 mi 
from boat dock, Sulphur. 
$84,900. (580) 622-5642
3 lots w/ 1 room cabin 
at Piney Creek, Eufaula. 
Facilities approx 1 block 
and boat dock ¼ mi. 
$14,000. 964-5483
80 acres grass and forest 
Sasakwa area. 923-1312
New 3 br, 2 ba, 2 car 
house, 1 acre lot north 
of Shawnee, open floor 
plan, granite, 1,530 sq ft. 
$132,900. 590-6776

99 Yamaha tour Delux 
1300 cc, 5,221 mi. $4,500. 

997-5334
95 F150 Supercab 5.8L, 
V-8, automatic. $700. 
279-3824
93 Mercury Sable; 90 
Galant; 94 Honda Civic. 
274-3580, 598-3540
Complete camper shell 
for small pickup, BO. 
290-8779
7x8 flatbed, new paint, A-
1 condition, 2 sets of side 
boards. 598-2787

15’ boat, motor, trailer, 50 
hp, $500 obo. 279-2330
01 Komfort 5th wheel w/
generator, slide, $6,000. 
997-5334
96 Dutchman, 24’, 5th 
wheel, very nice, $4,200. 
997-5629

All steel Swisher 4’x30”, 
$1,500; joiner, new motor. 
$150. 279-2330
Steel feed troughs, miner-
al feeders, creep feeders. 
932-1286
285 MF tractor, 80 hp, 3 
bottom plow, looks and 
runs good. $9,350. 383-
2003
Antique Oliver tractor, 
runs good, excel paint, w/
trailer. 631-1505

Chickens, 2 y/o, white, 
leghorn. Never been 
caged, free range, $2.50 
ea. (918) 290-9278
3 m/o Dachsund pups, 
purebreds, $50 ea. 234-
0732, 585-7181
AKC reg. English Mastiff 
puppies, beautiful brin-
dles, 10 w/o. $800. (918) 
618-4044, 612-8366
Polled Hereford bulls, 
cows, TPR data, top qual-
ity. 598-3540
Boston Terrier puppies, 
seal and white, reg., born 
2-6, m,f. $350. 592-9587
Blk and white dutch rab-
bits, males ready to breed, 
$15. 221-0056
AKC mini Schnauzers 
born 1-20, 2 blk, 2 
blk,silver, 1 champagne, 
tails docked, $250; AKC 
labs born 1-28, 3 blk, 
2 choc, 1 yellow, $250. 
Parents on site. 822-2753
Donkeys 593-7447
CKC Great Dane puppies, 
1st shots, blue, blue mer-
les. (918) 618-4477
Anatolian/Pyrenees pup-
pies born 2-6, all white, 
short/long hair, $50. 626-
6936, 312-0602

Like new heavy duty, 
extra-wide Invacare wheel 
chair, $250. 454-2335
19 round blue grass hay, 
not horse hay, $70 ea; 
several sq bales, $6 ea. 
382-3504
Complete beauty shop 
equipment, work stations 
included, $1,200. Bruno 
Powerlift for pickup and 
remote passenger seat, 
$3,000. 784-2222
Wurlitzer computer key-
board musical organ, 
multiple rhythm themes, 
beautiful wood, finish w/
matching bench, $75 obo. 
382-1444
Table mount ½ in drill 
press $35; old cash draw-
er, $35; Kenmore cabi-
net sewing machine, $50; 
CBs, lots of extra elec-
tronic parts, $25. 454-
2046
Five drawer heavy steel 
file cabinet, excel, clean 
condition, $40 obo. 382-
2520
Mirrored glass closet 
drawers, 76”x96”, 2; glass 
dining table, 3’x5’; wall 
hangings. 598-6274

Wanted: used books in 
good condition. 878-8858
Pump player piano, 
$1,500; lots of quilts, 
machine quilted; 7/8 and 
¾ sucker rods. 784-5575
Gas golf cart, lrg tires, 
flatbed, roll bar, lights, 
runs good, can be used 
for golf or farm $2,400. 
964-2748
14 cup Cuisinart Elite 
series food processor w/ 
storage case in good con-
dition. 382-6652
Firewood, Red Oak, Black 
Jack, White Oak, $60 a 
rick. 454-3911
Collectable Turner dolls. 
443-8209
Sewing repairs, altera-
tions, including leather. 
388-3391

Page 4                                                                                           The ElectraLite                                                                               APRIL 2012

     Each CVEC member family is limited to ONE free classified 
ad per month. The form below must be used. The length of the ad 
cannot exceed three lines on the form. ads run only one time. Area 
codes are not used unless outside the 405 area. 

Trading Center Classifieds

All INFORMATION BELOW MUST BE COMPLETED

     Classified must be received by the 5th of the month to appear in the following 
edition of The Electra-Lite.     

Name 

Address

Account number                                 Phone number

Real Estate MiscPets/livestock

Farm

Automobiles

RV/Marine

     Look in this 
month’s edition of the 
Electrlite  for the hid-
den account number. 
Find yours and it’s 
worth $25.  The num-
ber must be your own. 
Your number must be 
reported by the 15th 
of each month to our 
office by phone, mail 
or in person.

Canadian Valley Electric Cooperative wishes you and 
your family a joyous Easter holiday

It’s time to have your a/c checked

     A springtime 
air conditioner 
check is well 
worth the money.
     The best way 
to save on energy 
expenses this sum-

mer might be to pay $100 or so to have your air condi-
tioning system inspected right now.
     A professional HVAC technician will inspect all of 
the components of your system and let you know if any 
need repairing so you’ll  have a heads-up before the 
cooling season begins and you’re stuck without any air 
conditioning on the hottest day of the summer with an 
unexpected breakdown.
     A note: It’s usually cheaper to pay per inspection 
rather than to sign an annual contract for a/c and 
heating maintenance. 
     Either way, paying a pro to maintain your heating 
and cooling system is worth the money. 
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