
The power of human connections

C  A  N  A  D  I  A  N   V  A  L  L  E  Y

SUPPLEMENT TO OKLAHOMA LIVINGAUGUST 2011

ELECTRALITE

By George
     In case you have not had the opportu-
nity to ask, “Yes, it has been hot enough 
for me this summer.”  As this is being 
written we are only three weeks into 
summer and have already set several 
records for heat and high temperatures.    
Remember February was just five 
months ago and we were setting records 
for snowfall and low temperatures.  I am 
pretty sure that I would not complain 
at all if in the morning we woke up to a 
foot of snow on the ground.  Will Rog-
ers promised us that the “weather would 
change.”  We are ready for him to be 
right again.
     With record cold and record heat in 
the same six months period, residential 
customers have been unable to catch a 
break on their home energy bills.  We 
continue to set new records for electric 
energy consumption.  The average Cana-
dian Valley Electric consumer contin-
ues to use more energy even with the 
increased energy efficiency standards in 
new home construction and new, more 
energy efficient electrical appliances.  
With record lows in February and record 
highs in July, I suppose if we only look 
at averages we are doing ok.  That is 
similar to the story of the man with one 
foot in ice water and the other in boiling 
water – he is comfortable on average.
     Those of you who have read this col-
umn in the past know that I have boasted 
about building our home about 23 years 
ago and how I designed it to be very en-
ergy efficient with sealed concrete walls, 
Styrofoam and fiberglass insulation. All 
holes in the framing were sealed and a 
geothermal heating and cooling system 
was installed.  I imposed my own ideas 
on the design of the geothermal system.  
I oversized the ground loop and under-
sized the actual unit.  It was a great plan.  
The system makes free hot water in the 
summer time and less costly hot water in 
the winter.  My designed only increased 
the runtime of the unit and it made more 
hot water.  Then the systems weren’t 
designed to run only for the purpose of 
making hot water as some are today.  

cont. on page 2

Farm-to-table store sisters’ dream
     Sisters Valerie Scott and 
Tammy Johnson talked for years 
about opening their own special 
market. They wanted it to be 
like their grandfather’s market in 
California — an old-time store 
where fresh produce was plenti-
ful and customers were known on 
a first-name basis. 
     The women retired from their 
careers, only to start new ones 
this summer by following in their 
grandfather’s footsteps. They 
opened Harvest Creek Farms 
Market between Shawnee and 
Meeker on State Highway 18. 
     The sisters’ husbands, Melvin 
Scott and Carl Johnson are active 

partners in the venture, supporting their wives’ dream of creating a farm-to-table store.   
     The newly built store resembles a country barn, and inside are all the fixings of a fresh feast a 
consumer could ever ask for. Best of all, much of it is locally grown, canned and baked. Many of 
the items are organically grown. Many items, like the fresh okra, is so popular it’s sometimes sold 
before it makes it on the shelf.
     Tammy said they’ve already developed regulars, and new customers are discovering the 
homespun store every day. 
    “There are a lot of benefits to eating better,” Tammy said. “We have one customer who said 
he’s never eaten so good or felt so good since our little store opened.”
     What’s not grown locally, is shipped in from trusted farms across the United States, like green 
apples from Washington and oranges from California. All of the fruits and vegetables are top 
rated in agricultural standards, and Tammy and Valerie know the farms they are coming from. 
     There are freshly canned Amish jams, jellies, pickles, chow chow, relishes, sauces and other 
items. On Saturdays, there are a variety of fruit-filled fried pies, fresh breads and pastries from an 
Amish community in Clarita.
     The store also has fresh Arti-
san bread from Prairie Thunder 
Bakery in Oklahoma City. 
That’s not all. There are local 
organic eggs and all-natural An-
gus beef, homemade cheeses and 
first-cream butter. 
Valerie said she hopes the store 
would also fill a need in her 
hometown of Meeker where the 
grocery store closed several years 
ago, leaving Shawnee as the clos-
est place to shop.   
     Valerie brings her experience as a farmer’s market 
manager to the store. And Tammy happens to be a 
former Canadian Valley Electric Cooperative employee 
from many years ago. The store is serviced by the 
electric cooperative.
     The sisters have big plans for their little country 
market, many of them innovations and products you 
might see in a large metropolitan specialty store. Yet, 
they’ll continue to stick to their basic mission — prov-
ing affordable, fresh foods to folks in the area.  

Carl and Tammy Johnson, and Valerie and Melvin Scott stand 
outside their new market opened June 16 between Shawnee 
and Meeker.  
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By George cont. 

   I thought that I was getting more for less money with little risk.  If 
the unit was too small to deliver enough heat on the record cold day, 
just kick on the back up heat strips to make up the difference for a 
short period of time.  The heat strips cost considerable more to run, 
but they have not beenk required to run very often or for very long.  
     Some winters the strips were not needed at all.  In the summer 
time the unit would cool our home even for those few days when 
the temperature exceeded 100 degrees.  The undersized unit with the 
oversized ground loop was doing its job and I was “pleased” with 
“my” design.
     Well this weekend there was a little “hiccup” with the design.  
Remember the exterior is concrete.  Concrete acts much like bricks 
as a thermal energy storage medium.  
     Last two weeks leading up to this weekend, the temperature ex-
ceeded 100 degrees each day.  The heat storage in the concrete walls 
continued to rise without the cooler nights to recover.  However 
my geothermal unit was hanging in there and keeping our home 
comfortable.  Then came Saturday and with it came the record high 
temperature for July of 110 degrees.  
     My cooling unit is still hanging in there.  Sunday after church 
we are all looking forward to having a meal with kids and grand-
kids.  With the additional heat load of the high octane bodies, the 
cooking and the associated additional door openings and closings, 
the outside temperature of 105 degrees began to win the battle with 
my intentionally undersize geothermal unit.  The temperature in the 
house went up beyond the “comfortable” limit.  The unit never gave 
up.  It ran continuously for all it was worth.
     For some reason the kids loaded up their kids and went home 
early.  By about midnight the unit had caught-up and had our home 
in the tolerable range.  I think my design is still good.  I am still 
pleased with my undersized geothermal unit.  But sometimes there 
is a “cost.”  
     My mother still refuses an air conditioner in her home.  She says 
if we install one, she won’t use it.  The other night after the sun went 
down it was actually hotter inside her home than outside.  That may 
be the reason we slept outside in the summer time.  She is adamant.  
All she wants is a fan.  I shall not complain.
     This article will come out the first of August and hopefully by 
that time we will be seeing temperatures at a level that will average 
these first two weeks of summer.  
     And since we are hoping, let’s have a tropical mass of moisture 
park over Oklahoma bringing several inches of rainfall to all parts 
of the state.  Yes it has been hot enough for me this summer already.
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ELECTRALITE
P.O. Box 751 Seminole, Okla. 74818
Serving Hughes, Lincoln, McIntosh, 
Okfuskee, Pottawatomie, Seminole 
and portions of Oklahoma, 
Cleveland and Creek counties

Main Office and Headquarters
Interstate 40 at the Prague/Seminole Exit

Area Office
35 W JC Watts Street, Eufaula

Office Hours
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday -Friday

Board of Trustees
President— Matt Goodson, Tecumseh ......................District 5
Vice President — Robert Schoenecke, Meeker .........District 2
Secretary-Tres.—Steve Marak, Meeker ....................District 1
Asst. Sec/Treas. — Joe Semtner, Konawa ................District 6
Yates Adcock, Dustin   ..............................................District 8
Gary Crain, Prague.....................................................District 3
Clayton Eads, Shawnee .............................................District 4
J.P, Duvall, Seminole .................................................District 7
George E Hand .....................................................Manager
J. Roger Henson ....................................................Attorney
Ann Weaver ...........................................................Editor

Telephone Numbers
Seminole .........................................................(405) 382-3680
Shawnee, Tecumseh, Earlsboro ......................(405) 273-4680
Toll free.............................................................(877)382-3680
Eufaula ........................................................... (918) 689-3232

     Read               Billing date
Cycle 1              26th-31st             5th          1-1/2% penalty
Cycle 2               6th-11th             15th        is applied 20 
Cycle 3              16th-21st             25th       after billing date

In Case of Trouble
1. Check for blown fuse or tripped circuit breakers.
2. Check with your neighbors. Ask if their electricity is off 
and if they have reported it.
3. If not call the office and report the trouble.

Operating Statistics for May
                                                            2010                  2011 
Operating Revenues .......................... $4,426,432           $4,932,907 
Wholesale Cost of Power .................. $2,828,969          $3,364,488 
Percentage WPC is of Revenue .................. 63.91               68.20 
Revenue Per Mi of Line: MTD ...............  $861.01           $955.43 
Consumers per mile of line:MTD ..................4.55                 4.56
KWPeak Demand -This Month ................125,902            126,804 
Billing KW Demand ..................................115,005           110,748
KW Peak Demand: YTD .......................... 158,984           162,960
KWH Purchased - This Month .............53,281,440       59,960,800
Taxes Paid ...............................................  $80,311          $84,044
Interest on Long Term Debt ...................  $194,252         $191,615 
System Load Factor ......................................   56.9                63.6

New Services Staked in June
   During the month of June 47 new services were staked. 

The total new services staked in 2011 is 243. This compares 
to 206 for the same period in 2010. 

BEGINNING BALANCE 5/31/11............$153,103.69 
Deposits ..........................................................7,598.25 
Interest Income  .................................................114,55
Checks Issued ..............................................-10,312.77 
Approved, not yet paid ..................................-8,127.51 
BALANCE 6/30/11.................................  $142,376.21

FINANCIAL 
STATEMENT
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      The less water you use, the less energy is 
required to get that water to your home.      
     1. Replace your old toilets. If your toilet is 
from 1992 or earlier, it probably uses 3.5 gallons of 
water for every flush. Newer models use as little as 
one gallon.     
     2. Fix leaky faucets. One drip per second can 
waste more than 3,000 gallons of water each year. 
Even if you don’t see a leak, check your water 
meter twice over two hours. If the two readings 
don’t match, you probably have a leak.
     3. Stop your toilet from running. A leaky toilet 
can waste about 200 gallons of water every day. 
     4. Buy a high-efficiency washing machine. 
The average washing machine uses about 41 gal-
lons of water per load, while high-efficiency models 

need less than 28 gallons. 
     5. Take a shower. It takes 70 gallons of water to 
fill a bathtub, but you’ll only use 10 to 25 gallons 
during a five-minute shower.
      6. Turn off the faucet while you brush your 
teeth. Two gallons of water flow out of a faucet 
every minute it’s turned on. 
    7. Switch to “drip” irrigation. If you’re running 
a sprinkler system to water your lawn, about half of 
the water it sprays is “watering” your patio, drive-
way or street. 
     A drip irrigation system, which literally drips 
water right on the plant that needs it, uses between 
20 percent and 50 percent less water. You could 
save more than 2,000 gallons of water over the drip 
irrigation system’s lifetime.
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Saving water can add up to energy savings

Solar deck lights add ambience, save energy 
       If you want to skip some wiring and cut the cost of a 
deck-lighting job, consider mixing solar fixtures in with 
low-voltage outdoor lamps—or using them instead.
     Here are six things to consider before investing in 
solar lights for your deck or balcony:  
     1. Manage your expectations for light output. You 
might think solar lights will glow as brightly as traditional, 
low-voltage deck lighting, but they don’t. One manufactur-
er estimates that incandescent lights are 10 times brighter. 
The reason: A limited number of LEDs can fit into the tiny 
solar collection panel of a post cap solar fixture. The fewer 
LEDs in the fixture, the dimmer the light.
     2. Rely on solar lighting more for ambience than func-
tion. Consider solar for soft accent lighting.
     3. Don’t write off solar fixtures just because your deck 
is in a shady yard or it’s not sunny every day. On a sum-
mer night following a bright day, most solar fixtures will 
stay charged from dusk until dawn, manufacturers esti-
mate. After a cloudy day—or if the fixture is in a shady spot, it might run for six hours instead of all night. For most people, that’s long enough.
     4. Solar fixtures are simple to install: Screw them onto the railing post, activate the batteries and walk away. 
     5. Batteries need changing about every three years, manufacturers estimate.
     6. You’ll pay more per fixture for a solar light than for a typical incandescent lamp, but you’ll save on wiring and power supply, so the cost 
comes out about the same for both.
      7. Because solar lighting requires no wiring, it requires no electrician or building permit.

     The hidden account number 
hidden in the August edition 
of The ElectraLite is worth $25. 
Remember the contest rules 
as you search.  1. The account 
number must be your own 
and found within the contents 
of the paper.  2. Your number 
must be reported by the 15th of 
each month.  3. You must report 
to our office by phone, mail or 
in person.

CANADIAN VALLEY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
72nd Annual Meeting

September 17, 2011
Shawnee Heart of Oklahoma Exposition Center
located at U.S. Highway 177 and Independence

Registration —10 a.m. 
Business Meeting — 1 p.m.

2011 Events Include: Health Fair, live music
Gifts include: CVEC hat & registration gift, door prizes

Lunch —11 a.m.
Additional meal tickets may be purchased for $5

     New labels that let consumers 
know all about the light bulbs 
they’re buying will start appear-
ing in January.
     The Federal Trade Commis-
sion had said it would require 
the labels to start appearing on 
light bulb packages in July, but 
postponed it to give manufactur-
ers more time to comply.
     The new labels will appear on 
the back of each package of light 
bulbs and will reveal informa-
tion about the bulb’s bright-
ness—measured in “lumens,” 
how much it will cost to operate 
the bulb, and whether it contains 
mercury.
      At the same time, the federal 
government will start to phase 
out incandescent light bulbs in 
an effort to encourage consum-
ers to use more energy-efficient 
lighting.
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     Each CVEC member family is limited to ONE free classified 
ad per month. The form below must be used. The length of the 
ad cannot exceed three lines on the form. Ads run only one time. 
Area codes are not used unless outside the 405 area. 

Trading Center Classifieds

All INFORMATION BELOW MUST BE COMPLETED

     Classified must be received by the 5th of the month to appear in the following 
edition of The Electra-Lite.     

Name 

Address

Account number                                 Phone number

2 br mobile home, 5 ac, 
creek in the back, lots of 
trees, 20 mi e of OKC, 
north of Harrah. 454-
3911
1-40 Harrah Rd, 2 & 2 ¼ 
acres, 55 k, after down/
owner carry, sr. disc, may 
require credit rating. 386-
5278
Shawnee Twin Lakes, lake 
front lot, new 2,128 sq ft 
mfg home, 3 br, 2 ba, 2 
car, office, fp, safe room, 
boat ramp, deck, $179,00 
obo. 245-6810
New home north of 
Shawnee, granite, 3 br, 2 
ba, 2 car, 1 acre wooded 
lot, open plan. Lots of 
storage. 590-6776
Wellston schools, 2.5 ac, 
pond, energy efficient, 
open floor plan, 3/2 w/loft 
ceilings, stone hearth, fp, 
garden tub. 640-1903
40 or 80acres, Seminole 
area, 4 ponds, 5 springs, 
fenced, cross fenced, cor-
ral, 80 acres, $150,000, 40 
acres, $80,000. 382-7250
2 story brick/cedar home, 
15 acres, 6 mi north of 
Asher. 3 br, 5 closets, 
front porch, large kitchen, 
living room and garage, 
storm cellar, rail fence, 
$185,000. obo 333-2219

Shawnee Lake area, 2-
3br MH, 20x40, metal 
bld two acres, new carpet, 
$65,000. 850-4431

98 Pontiac Grand Prix 
coup driver door, $65; 2 
factory 16” alum wheels 
for 98 Grand Prix, $50. 
997-5629
Wanted: junk vehicles, 
$75-$200 cash. 650-7033
99 Chevy Tracker 2.0 l 
engine, 4x4, 4-speed, 
overhauled trans, tires 
good, body damaged, 
$500 obo. 997-5698
95 Nissan Pathfinder, 143k 
mi, $2,500. 240-4438

Wanted: Pontoon trailer 
for 20’ Pontoon, reason-
able, good condition. 659-
5262
33’ 5th wheel trailer, ac, 
queen bed, sleeps six. 
$500 677-8688

8N will run good with 
work, older brush hog, 
angle blades in working 
cond, $1,500 for all. 313-
1725
Ford 8N and 4,000 LP 
select a speed; IH 560 LP, 
$1,500 ea obo. 274-3580, 

598-3540
JD swather cab air; JD sq 
baler, low time. 631-1505
16’ heavy bull cardell 
panels. 932-5005

Reg. mini horse, wean-
lings, yearlings, 2-year-
old, mares a foal pairs, 
$350 up; 50 or more to 
choose from. 382-3504
AKC Mastiff pups, $600 
limited reg, $800 full reg. 
champ bloodlines. (918) 
618-4044
Boer goats, late March 
early April show pros-
pects, bucks, does, wheth-
ers. 598-5238
Reg. limo bulls/hrfs 
polled, gentle, top genet-
ics. 517-3824, 279-3398
Angus bulls. 474-2018, 
279-3398

Wanted : used books. 878-
8825
True 600 sq ft system 
treadmill, 6 y/o, like new, 
$200. (918) 287-8564
Ford cycle mower, lots of 
parts, $200. 833-5773
29 ga white 28 pcs@ 16’ 
3” $680; 2-3068 steel 
doors in frame slight dam-
age, $200 ea. 598-0839

New tire & wheel for 
ATV size AT 21x7R10 
Dunlop $100, Craftsman 
16” scroll saw direct drive 
$50. 382-5045
Burgundy couch, loveseat, 
chair, $200; Ridgewood 
corner computer desk $75. 
567-7349
2 lots Resthaven Memorial 
Park, section, cross, $700 
ea. 382-2909
Whirlpool, Maytag dry-
ers, electric, works good, 
$25 ea. 275-8173
Used carrier 2.5 ton gas 
heat & electric air con-
ditioning unit, A-coil, 
blower, outside condens-
er, gas heater unit, $150. 
598-6423
5th wheel hitch, 2 type-
writers, 2 patio drs, old 
farm equip, used lawn 
mowers, furniture, wash-
er/dryer, misc. 275-5125

2 lots in Seminole 
Resthaven, opening paid, 
$625 ea. 257-6185, 361-
8472
Clocks sale or repair. 513-
2986
2 ceiling fans still in box, 
$100 both; trash barrels 
w/lids 55 gal $10 ea, 5 or 
more $9; 200 VHS tapes, 
a lot of action movies, 
$100 all or $2 ea. 567-
7921
Lawn mower, trailer, 
$300; 5th wheel hitch, 
new, $300. 240-4438
2 6x12 trailers, lights, 
rails, fenders, 2” hitch 
w/jack, tailgate or tilt, 
choice, $700. 567-4334
Men’s bicycle w/hill 
climber engine $769. 221-
7107
Alm mobile home win-
dows $5 ea, you pull. 356-
2828

Real Estate

Misc

Pets/livestock

Farm

Automobiles

RV/Marine

Fall planting: save energy
     Most of us plant trees and 
shrubs in the spring, but cool 
temperatures and lots of rain 
make fall a good time for plant-
ing, too.
     Planting shade trees near the 
windows on the sunny side of 
your house can block heat and 
damaging UV sunrays from 
getting inside during air condi-
tioning season. Evergreens near 
the house can block the wind and keep it from blowing 
through windows when you’re trying to keep your home 
warm in winter.   709041406
     A few tips for fall planting:
     • Plant in September and early October to al-
low enough time for roots to establish before the cold 
weather stops the tree from growing.
     • Start your trees and shrubs in burlap or contain-
ers rather than planting their bare roots into the ground 
in the fall. 
     • Ask a landscaper or an expert at your garden 
center which varieties of trees do well when planted in 
the fall. Some, like red maple, birch, poplars and some 
oaks do much better when planted in the spring.
     • Water plants frequently and thoroughly after 
planting. They need about an inch of water a week until 
the ground is frozen.
     • Wrap the trunks of young trees with burlap or 
plastic in late November to protect them from frost, 
sunburn and animals. Remove the wrap in the spring.
    • Spread a thick layer of mulch around newly 
planted to trees so freezing and thawing of the soil 
won’t heave them out of the ground. 
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