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By George
     I know I am getting old.  It just doesn’t feel 
like it. My mind still thinks I can do anything. 
When my body occasionally reminds me maybe 
not. I pass it off as just being a little out of shape, 
a condition that I could easily remedy with a 
little effort. This allows my body and my mind 
to coexist peacefully most of the time by not 
really testing either.  
    But I know I must be old even though it 
doesn’t seem so. It was not so very long ago 
that I was growing up in a home with no air-
conditioning, the same as my friends.  I went to 
school for twelve years in school houses without 
air-conditioners.  The windows would open and 
if we were lucky there might be a little breeze.  
Air conditioning on the school buses that I rode 
was not even a consideration. I lived in a college 
dorm on the OSU campus for four years that 
had no air conditioning. (The new big dorms 
on campus at the time did have A/C.)  The only 
air conditioning in the first two cars I owned 
was the heater in the winter and windows that 
cranked down in the summer.  Life wasn’t that 
bad.
      Somewhere along the way I became accus-
tomed to sleeping in an air conditioned house, 
driving to and from work in an air conditioned 
car and working in an air conditioned office.  
Not that my mind believes that I really have to, 
but let’s not test that thought too far either.
  Today there are very few homes in the 
Canadian Valley Electric service area that do 
not have air conditioning. Most of us think 
we have to have this luxury to survive.  For a 
significant number this luxury, air condition-
ing, has become a necessity due to their health 
or physical condition.  All of us that live long 
enough will likely get to that point.  However 
the majority of people in the world today do not 
have this luxury.
     This luxury, air conditioning, like many oth-
ers, has become available to the masses because 
of our technology.  That almost sounds boastful.  
This could be better said that these luxuries have 
become common place because of a seemingly 
unlimited supply of electric energy brought 
almost magically to our homes whenever we 
flip a switch or adjust the thermostat.  For most 
people today it has always been that way.  Why 
would that ever change?
    Most of that electricity that makes the life-
styles that we enjoy today possible is produced 

Lee Oliver: 40 years as Brooksville mayor
      Lee Oliver has been mayor of 
Brooksville for 40 years and has no 
plans to retire any time soon.
     “When I’m sure I’ve accom-
plished everything I can as mayor, 
then I’ll consider it,” Lee said.
     There are still three years remain-
ing in his current term as mayor, a 
position he handles like a full-time 
job. Lee, 78, also is pastor of St. 
Johns Baptist Church.
Brooksville is home
     Lee Oliver was born and raised 
in Brooksville. He graduated from 

the all-black Dunbar Heights in Shawnee where students were bussed after Brooksville’s 
school was shut down. 
     Lee said at that time there were no paved roads into Brooksville and black children 
walked miles or carpooled with relatives and friends to a bus stop. Upon graduation he 
attended Langston University, an all-black college north of Oklahoma City. 
    “After a semester I realized my brain wasn’t ready so I enlisted in the Army and did 
tour of duty during the Korean War,” he said.
       Lee said he had made up his mind to join his brothers in California when he com-
pleted his military commitment. Instead, on a visit home he developed an interest in his 
hometown church and a hometown girl, Katherine.   
       “She as 18 years old when I met her and the love of my life,” Lee said. “It wasn’t long 
for me to realize the smartest thing I’ve ever done is marry her.” 
Town progress
     Lee became as committed to his second love — Brooksville, as he was to Katherine.
The town had no waste water system until 1972. This meant residents used outhouses and 
had no indoor running water prior to that. Getting a grant to build the system required the 
town to incorporate and it was then a four-member board of trustees was established. It 
was the first official, state-recognized government of Brooksville.
     It took four years to get a grant for the water system. The rejections were disappoint-
ing, but the town fathers didn’t give up.
    “We eventually became the only back town in the state to have our own water system, 
water towers, wells and waste water system,” Lee said
     In 1982, Brooksville was awarded $187,000 to update every home in town with indoor 
plumbing. 
     The dirt road entering Brooksville was eventually paved, allowing easy access to and 
from the town, which is north of Shawnee and west of Seminole. 
     Canadian Valley Electric supplies the town with electricity. 
     In 1998, a new City Hall was built partially with grant money but mostly with labor 
from townsfolk. Lee said it seemed like everyone pitched in.
Peaceful living
     In 2005, a new community center was built. The center is used for a variety of activi-
ties, including the annual Brooksville Reunion in June. For an 
entire weekend, the town’s population grows from 250 people 
to about 2,000 people.  
     Lee said his town is safe, and crime free. Everyone knows 
each other and watches out for one another. They also have a 
volunteer fire department with three fire trucks.
     Currently, one of Lee’s main goals is to attract home build-
ers to Brooksville to bring in new housing and people. He’d 
also like to see a retail business open in hopes of establishing 
a sales tax base to generate revenue for the city.
     “We call Brooksville a peaceful living place,” Lee said. 
“Come to our town and that’s what you’ll experience.” Continued on page 2

Lee Oliver, 78, has been Brooksville’s mayor for 40 years. 
During his tenure, the town has managed to stay alive unlike 
other black communities in the state.
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By George cont. 
by burning fossil fuels, coal, natural gas and some oil.  After a 
100+ years of meeting the demand for electricity by building these 
large fossil fuel fired generators, there are those who are in posi-
tions of political power that believe this is bad and we must stop 
burning fossil fuels to satisfy our demand for electricity. Shut those 
generators down. I believe that for the most part these are the same 
people who opposed the construction of nuclear power plants and 
would rather see dams torn down to let the rivers run free. I won’t 
be surprised if these same people find reasons to be against wind 
generators and solar panels before too long. 916461500
    Willingly or unwilling electric generating utilities will play the 
game. Today most utilities are not building electric generation for 
the future. The unknowns are just too great to invest the billions of 
dollars that will be necessary to meet future needs for electricity if 
we are to continue to enjoy the lifestyle we now have.  Electric utili-
ties will manage to make just as much money shutting down those 
“bad” coal plants because they were “forced” to do so.
     I am solidly in favor of the expanded use as of wind and 
solar generation.  The wind generation development in Western 
Oklahoma is a win for all.  Solar energy is a gift from God.  But 
it will take generations, if ever, for these sources to become the 
majority supply of our electricity needs.  I am convinced that if 
regulations that are now being proposed are put in place, electricity 
will become less available and cost more.  So much so, that many 
of us will be without affordable air conditioning.  Hot, uncomfort-
able people who have known better, will be hard for a government 
to control.
      It was a hot June. Many record high temperatures fell.  This tells 
me that it has been about this hot for a long time. Maybe the earth 
is warming. Apparently it has before. Maybe CO2 is adding to the 
temperature.  Do we believe that we can change this by destroying 
the economy that supports us? The next generations, including my 
kids and grandkids are being taught this everyday – Fossil fuels are 
bad.  Train up a child. 
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ELECTRALITE
P.O. Box 751 Seminole, Okla. 74818
Serving Hughes, Lincoln, McIntosh, 
Okfuskee, Pottawatomie, Seminole 
and portions of Oklahoma, 
Cleveland and Creek counties

Main Office and Headquarters
Interstate 40 at the Prague/Seminole Exit

Area Office
35 W JC Watts Street, Eufaula

Office Hours
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday -Friday

Board of Trustees
President— Matt Goodson, Tecumseh ......................District 5
Vice President — Robert Schoenecke, Meeker .........District 2
Secretary-Tres.—Steve Marak, Meeker ....................District 1
Asst. Sec/Treas. — Joe Semtner, Konawa ................District 6
Yates Adcock, Dustin   ..............................................District 8
Gary Crain, Prague.....................................................District 3
Clayton Eads, Shawnee .............................................District 4
J.P, Duvall, Seminole .................................................District 7
George E Hand .....................................................Manager
J. Roger Henson ....................................................Attorney
Ann Weaver ...........................................................Editor

Telephone Numbers
Seminole .........................................................(405) 382-3680
Shawnee, Tecumseh, Earlsboro ......................(405) 273-4680
Toll free.............................................................(877)382-3680
Eufaula ........................................................... (918) 689-3232

     Read               Billing date
Cycle 1              26th-31st             5th          1-1/2% penalty
Cycle 2               6th-11th             15th        is applied 20 
Cycle 3              16th-21st             25th       after billing date

In Case of Trouble
1. Check for blown fuse or tripped circuit breakers.
2. Check with your neighbors. Ask if their electricity is off 
and if they have reported it.
3. If not call the office and report the trouble.

Operating Statistics for May
                                                              2011                     2012 
Operating Revenues ..........................    $4,932,907          $4,867,588 
Wholesale Cost of Power ..................   $3,364,488           $3,256,442 
Percentage WPC is of Revenue ..................   68.20                    66.90 
Revenue Per Mi of Line: MTD ................ $955.43                $939.87  
Consumers per mile of line:MTD .................. 4.56                     4.59
KWPeak Demand -This Month ................  126,804              134,274 
Billing KW Demand ..................................110,748               115,112 
KW Peak Demand: YTD .......................... 162,960               160,468 
KWH Purchased - This Month ............. 59,960,800          61,244,140 
Taxes Paid ...............................................  $84,044                $86,860 
Interest on Long Term Debt ...................  $191,615            $188,480 
System Load Factor ......................................  63.6                    61.31

New Services Staked in June
During the month of May 149 new services were staked. The 

total new services staked in 2012 is 567. This compares to 
468 for the same period in 2011. 

FINANCIAL 
STATEMENT

BEGINNING BALANCE 5/31/12.....$157,225.83 
Deposits .......................................................7,644.88
Interest Income  ..............................................64.30  
Checks Issued ............................................-3,508.21 
Approved, not yet paid ............................-7,752.73 
BALANCE 6/30/12............................$153,674.07

What to do if you hit a utility pole
         If you have a car accident 
that involves a utility pole, 
don’t get out of your car.
        Instead, stay inside and 
use your cell phone to call 911. 
If you don’t have your phone 
with you, yell for help until 
someone else agrees to make 
the emergency call.
       The reason: Until an 
electric cooperative line crew 
reaches you and de-energizes 

the power line, you have to 
assume the wire is “live” and 
can electrocute you and your 
passengers. Wait for the OK 
from the pros before touching 
anything outside of your car.
     Of course, if your car 
catches on fire, you’ll need to 
get out in a hurry. In that case, 
jump out so you land—on both 
feet—as far away from your car 
as possible. 
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Replace smoke alarm batteries
      Can’t remember to replace the batteries in your home’s smoke 
alarms? Tie the chore to an important event, like your birthday or the 
first day of school. 
     Some  people replace their batteries twice  a year, on the day they set  
their clocks back an hour in the fall and again when they set them ahead 
in the spring. 
     In fact, you should replace those batteries twice a year, even if 
the you’re not quite worn out. That way, you won’t risk of having dead 
batteries if there’s a fire at your home. 
      The batteries in a wall-mounted  smoke alarm are easy to replace. Simply remove the device from the wall, remove the old battery and 
insert the new one. Test to make sure the battery is well-placed and operating correctly by pushing the test button on the front of the alarm cas-
ing. Then, test the batteries again once a month. 
       Replace the smoke detector itself if it breaks or once it’s 10 years old. Overtime, a smoke detector’s sensors can wear down from coming 
into constant contact with particles in indoor air, like cigarette smoke, pollen and pet dander. That can make the unit  unreliable. Once that hap-
pens, the alarm will become either hyper-sensitive and go off all the time, or can become desensitized so it never sounds. 

     Just as surely as the daffodils will bloom 
when the weather warms up, scam-artist home- 
improvement “contractors” will turn up in your 
neighborhood. 
     If someone knocks on your door to tell you 
he has just finished working on your neighbor’s 
roof, driveway and he has a great deal for you, 
too, just say “no.” 
     Just ask to see the solicitor’s state contrac-
tor’s license, and he’ll go away. He doesn’t 
have one. 
     One of the most common springtime 
scams involves air conditioner tune-ups. Sure, 
you need a licensed a/c tech to give your unit a 
once-over at the beginning of the cooling season. 
It will cost you around $100, and if the contractor 
finds a problem, you’ll get an explanation and an 
offer to resolve a minor problem like replacing a 
belt or adding refrigerant. 
     If the service tech finds a bigger problem, 
you’ll be given a written estimate and time to 
decide if you want to get a second opinion or 
proceed with the repairs. 
     But if you say “yes” to a stranger who knocks 

on your door offering to perform that tune-up for 
free, it’s a good bet you will hear that your a/c 
has an urgent problem that will cost thousands 
of dollars to fix—even if it’s not really broken. 
Don’t fall for it. Unless you know an awful lot 
about cooling technology, you won’t have a clue 
if this is an honest assessment. Your best bet: Do 
not hire anybody off the street or whose name you 
got from a flier someone left on your front door. 
      Instead, call a licensed, local air condition-
ing business that’s been around for a long time 
and will schedule a maintenance check for you. 
Professionals do not go door-to-door. 

Just say no to unsolicited home repairs
     A well-stocked first aid kit is a 
handy thing to have. To be prepared 
for emergencies, keep a first aid kit 
in your home and in your automo-
bile. Carry a first aid kit with you or 
know where you can find one when 
you are hiking, biking, camping or 
boating. Find out the location of 
first aid kits where you work.
     First aid kits come in many 
shapes and sizes. You can buy one 
from the Red Cross, drug store 
or you can make your own kit. 
Some kits are designed for special 
activities such as hiking, camping 
or boating. 
     Whether you buy a first aid kit 
or put one together, make sure it 
has all the items you may need. 
Include any personal items, such as 
medications and emergency phone 
numbers, or other items your physi-
cian may suggest. 
     Check the kit regularly. Make 
sure the flashlight batteries work. 
Check expiration dates and replace 
any used or out-of-date contents. 
The contents of a first aid kit can 
be dangerous in the hands of young 
children. Store your first aid kit in 
a secure place out of the reach of 
young children.

CANADIAN VALLEY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
73rd Annual Meeting
September 15, 2012

Shawnee Heart of Oklahoma Exposition Center
located at U.S. Highway 177 and Independence

Registration —10 a.m. 
Business Meeting — 1 p.m.

2012 Events Include: Health Fair, live music
Gifts include: CVEC hat & registration gift, door prizes

Lunch —11 a.m.
Additional meal tickets may be purchased for $5

     The hidden account number 
hidden in the August edition 
of The ElectraLite is worth $25. 
Remember the contest rules 
as you search.  1. The account 
number must be your own 
and found within the contents 
of the paper.  2. Your number 
must be reported by the 15th of 
each month.  3. You must report 
to our office by phone, mail or 
in person.

Keep first aid kits handy
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Harrah city limits 5 bdrm, 3 
bath, 1900 sq. ft. home on 5 
acres + workshop, pond & 
m/h $175k. 250-0827
2 br, 2 bath 16 x 80 m/h on 
1.25 acres, 20’x60’ shop, 
fenced, lg trees $65,000. 
386-5278
Fiixer upper 2 bdrm, 2 bath, 
cellar & patio $40k. 5 acres 
N of Harrah; $25k or 15 
acres $50k. 615-3430
Wanted: 2-15 acres in S 
Rock Creek area. 395-2962
House – 1488 sq. ft. new ac/
heat, hot water tank, carpet, 
cabinets, vanity & light fix-
tures in Eufaula, $79,500. 
918-916-0527
3 bdrm, 2 bath acre plus lot, 
2 car garage, 1340 sq. ft. 
Dale area. 519-1666
Mobile home for sale, must 
be moved, selling as is. 964-
3168
10 acres in S Rock Creek, 
$7600 per acre. 878-6697

1996 Dutchman 24ft. 5th 
wheel. Real nice, cold a/c 
$3800. 997-5629
2009 Keystone 195 RB 
under warranty, 20’ travel 
trailer, like new $13,500 w/
generator. 301-3952
1988 Dodge motor home, 
5400 miles, 19 ft, $2500. 
452-3495
2009 Fisher Liberty 200 

party barge by Tracker, 
90hp Mercury engine, cus-
tom trailer, Jensen audio 
system, depth fish finder, 
gps and more. Very clean 
$16,900. 613-9047
1988 Predator boat, motor 
and trailer. Evinrude 40 hp 
motor. 210-5596

94 Mazda pickup B-4000, 
extended cab, automatic, 
very good condition, 76k 
miles, $4200. 761-1132
97 Z-71 Chevy, 129k miles, 
4x4, V-8, Auto trans, needs 
wheel bearing, $1800 cash 
– firm. 567-5165
95 Chevy Regency conver-
sion van w/handicapped lift, 
55k actual miles, garage-
kept, good condition $4500. 
598-6739 or 535-7311
99 Dodge Dakota SLT, 4x4, 
129k miles, $4200 o/b/o. 
Full-size toolbox, vented 
tailgate. 567-9073

Miniature Australian shep-
herd puppies, all colors, 
most blue eyes. 567-9073
Guineas; 3-5 months old $4-
$5 each – N of Prague. 918-
968-0123
Bantam roosters, $3 each. 
273-0817
Reg. polled Herefords, show 
heifers & females, national 
class winners. 598-3540

AKC English mastiff 
female, brindle, black mask, 
$375. 878-6697

Mower, tires & wheels 15x6 
(4) $25. 2-10” roof turbines 
$15 ea. Aluminum window 
awning $30. 
7’ 6”x18” plastic tin horn 
$15. Gate 10’ 6x3. Sliding 
track & rollers for door. 
382-5045
183 ft. – 21/2” drill stem 
post, 680 ft. 5/8 sucker rod, 
669 ft. 1¼” pipe (tar cov-
ered), steel corner post, 6-
4x7 steel pipe, 1-7x10 #40 
pipe. 382-5045
Echo Bearer SC5614 chip-
per/shredder – excellent 
condition, 20 hp Honda 
engine, $4500. 275-5838
Cattle chute, shop made 
$500. Cement mixer; no belt 
or motor $50. 220-2322
30hp New Holland tractor 
– 5ft. brush hog, 4ft. box 
blade, 6ft. straight blade 
$8500. Residential power 
tools, wrenches. 567-2635
Tractor post-hole digger 
$100. Quick hitch $100. 
567-3393
Long 8 wheel hay rake, 
good condition $800. King 
cutter 6ft. bush hog (needs 
work) $50. 964-2684
Turnbow 15ft. Gooseneck 
– air cond/heat strip, 6x6 
dressing rm, drop ramp, 6-
horse mini slant or 2 lg 
horse, nice. 382-3504

Antique Oliver tractor, land 
leveler, misc. ranch equip-
ment. 631-1505
Benelli Nova hard case + 

100 multipurpose loads, 
$650. 918-656-3782
Depends for men, med/lg. 
size, 30 to the package – 6 
pkgs $9 ea. Microfiber lift 
chair $395. 333-2634
Firewood $50 p/rick. ½ in. 
drill table mount $35. Log 
chain w/hooks, $1.50 p/ft. 
Oak couch table $75. 454-
2046
4’x30” steel smoker $1000. 
6” joiner, new motor 
$150.00. Ryobi airless paint 
sprayer, new. 279-2330

Complete set left-hand-
ed golf clubs, bag, shoes. 
Antique metal bedstead, 
mattress & box springs. 2 
sling chairs w/footrest, bell 
collection. 258-2117
Clocks; buy, sell and repair. 
513-2986
Complete pool, 18’ round; 
you take down. $1000/obo/
trade for car? 356-9443
Glass top table (36x60) and 
4 high-back padded seat 
chairs w/green fancy metal 
frame. 488-4917
42 piece set, Rogers silver-
plate by Oneida $75. Stalk 
cutter $25. 452-3495
14x24 portable metal build-
ing, insulated, 2-3ft. doors 
$4500. Will text pictures. 
227-5400
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     Each CVEC member family is limited to ONE free classified 
ad per month. The form below must be used. The length of the ad 
cannot exceed three lines on the form. ads run only one time. Area 
codes are not used unless outside the 405 area. 

Trading Center Classifieds

All INFORMATION BELOW MUST BE COMPLETED

     Classified must be received by the 5th of the month to appear in the following 
edition of The Electra-Lite.     

Name 

Address

Account number                                 Phone number

Real Estate

Misc

Pets/livestock

Farm

Automobiles

RV/Marine

Know how to shut off your eletricity
     If you have a gas or plumbing leak, you might 
need to shut off your home’s electricity as well 
as the gas and water. You can turn the electricity off in-
side your circuit breaker panel or fuse box. You would 
usually do this only in an extreme emergency. 
      Before you’re faced with an emergency, locate 
your box. It might be in a utility closet or the base-
ment, if you have one. It’s a metal boxfull of switches 
or fuses. In your box is full of switches, they control 
your home’s electrical circuits. To the “off” position, 
and then switch off.
      Two cautions: 
      • If your floor is flooded or if the electrical panel 
is wet, do not touch the panel.  
      • If you see exposed wires inside the box, 
do not touch them. In both cases, call your electric  
cooperative or an electrician to handle this dangerous 
task. 
    Don’t flip the main switch except  for during an 
emergency. If you’re having a problem with electricity 
in  a particular room or with one appliance, you can 
flip the switch that powers just that area. Often, you’ll 
find that the individual switch is “off,” and you can 
solve the problem.  

Cool off your garage
      Most  garages have 
little or no insulation in 
the walls  or ceiling. 
     At most homes, no-
body spends much time in 
there with the cars, lawn 
tools and Christmas deco-
rations, so keeping it cool 
in the summer or warm 
in the winter might seem 
like a waste of money. 
     Still, a garage that’s 
as hot as a furnace even 
in the summer can make 
your house hot, too, in 
the two structures are 

attached. If your garage is 
heating up to 80, 90 or 
100 degrees on sunny 
afternoons, some of that 
heat is going to transfer 
into the house. 
     That means your 
home’s air system has 
to work double-time to 
keep the house cool. 
      It doesn’t mean you 
should put an air-con-
ditioning unit in your 
uninsulated garage. 
That would be about 
as efficient.  
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