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By George
     Good Grief!  Terms like this one 
often sneak into our vocabulary and 
get regularly used in our spoken and 
written communications.  I know I have 
often been guilty of using such terms 
that somehow confer our meaning or 
intention but in reality when analyzed 
technically have no real meaning. 
     These are words or phrases which 
are linked together that internally cancel 
each other or  are contradictory in 
meaning.  The name for these terms is 
oxymorons.  How often have you heard 
or used the phrase, “open secret” or “old 
news,” or said something like that car 
is a “new classic.” And for the com-
puter people there is the very meaning-
ful term, virtual reality.  For some just 
learning the language these terms must 
really sound silly. But for us, the users 
of these obviously contradictory terms, 
we know just exactly what we mean and 
surprisingly the people we are talking to 
usually do also.
     A new term, at least new to me, is a 
term that seems to be appearing often 
in the written media and television 
news reports.  That phrase that is being 
frequently used is “the new normal.”  I 
assume that is the opposite of “the old 
normal” whatever that was.  Examples 
I have recently heard have been in 
reference to “maybe 9-percent unem-
ployment” is “the new normal.”  Or $4 
per gallon gasoline is “the new nor-
mal.”  It seems that each time I hear this 
oxymoron; it is associated with some-
thing negative usually referring to the 
economy or the status of world political 
situations.  This term may be coming out 
of the reality of the economic recession 
which much of the world is in, which for 
many is an individual depression.  
    This term “the new normal” I am 
concerned has a hidden negative mes-
sage in much of its use.  Are we being 
encouraged to accept these things as the 
way things are going to be and get use to 
it?  If so we may be destroying the very 
attitude that has made our country the 

cont. on page 2

CVEC member’s store in film
     Hollywood turned Frank 
Oliver’s little store in Shawnee 
upside down for an afternoon 
while it was transformed into 
a movie set for a film by a 
famous director. 
     Frank himself even landed 
a small role in the movie. He 
played a part he knows well 
— himself. 
      The movie is “Yellow” and 
it will be filmed throughout 
Oklahoma, including Semi-
nole, Pauls Valley and McAl-
ester. 
Frank, a Canadian Valley 

Electric Member who serves on the Operation Roundup Foundation board, said a couple of loca-
tion scouts from the movie came into his store one day and looked around. Crew members on the 
movie said the scouts were lost when they happened on the store and were glad they did.  A few 
days later they called and asked Frank if they could use the store for a brief scene in the movie. 
     “I told them, ‘sure why not,’” Frank said. “Then a couple of days after that someone called 
and said the director wanted me to play a part.”
      No audition was required. Frank played the store clerk who runs the register when the 
movie’s lead actress comes in to buy a bottle of wine. 
     Frank said it was the first time he’s ever been in a movie. He practiced the two lines for sev-
eral days, keeping the script in his back pocket. 
      His lines were basically two friendly questions — one asking if she needed a bottle opener 
and another inquiring about California. 
     The movie, “Yellow,” was written by A-list director Nick Cassavetes and his wife, Heather 
Wahlquist. Cassavetes directed movies like “The Notebook” and “My Sister’s Keeper.” Wahlquist 
has been in many of his movies and grew up in Seminole. 
     “Yellow” is a drama about Mary Holmes, who leaves California and returns to Oklahoma 
where she faces her family demons. 
     Frank’s store, Hardesty Grocery, underwent a transformation for the day of the shoot. His 
parking lot was full of big tractor trailer rigs, his sign out front was taken down and merchandise 
was rearranged to meet the director’s eye. 
     Frank got the star treatment, with hair and movie makeup by a professional. No costume was 
necessary since he dresses for the part every day — jeans, comfortable boots and a button-up 
plaid shirt.
     Frank’s acting was natural. He pulled off the scene like he was talking to an everyday cus-
tomer instead of acting alongside a big screen, beautiful actress. It took about six hours to shoot 
the 30-second scene. 
     About two dozen crew members crammed between the store’s aisles while business went on 
as usual. The butcher shop, locally famous for its fresh meats, remained open and working men 
continued to come in to buy the lunch special. 
     The wine in the movie is the first Frank has ever “sold” in his store. Crew members said there 
were plenty of discussions in Hollywood about how it’s illegal to sell wine in a grocery store in 
Oklahoma, but they decided to keep it in the scene anyway. 
     At the end of the shoot, it was like the movie team was never there. The merchandise was put 
where it originated, the sign was hung back up and the big trucks cleared out of the parking lot. 
     Frank said he hadn’t been to a movie theatre since 1968, but will make a special trip to see this 
one when it comes out. 
     “Who knows, I might even win an Oscar,” he joked. 
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By George cont. 

the greatest place to live.  We even now have a few commentators 
telling that there are better places.  We very seldom get the facts of 
the news.  Newscasts are mostly filled with opinions and “conve-
nient truths” which are difficult to sort.
     Affordable energy has been the primary driver of improving and 
growing the middle class of America.  Since the early 1970’s the 
drum beat for increasing energy prices was simply that we were run-
ning out of energy and we were using and wasting too much of it to 
sustain our lifestyles.  In the 1970’s the government told us to stop 
building natural gas generators.  We were about to run out.  
     Laws were passed dictating that utilities shut down natural gas 
electric generating plants by the 1990’s.  Utilities across the country 
began building coal fired electric generating plants to replace the 
ones fired by natural gas.   1302291800     
     Today we are being told that coal is too dirty and regulations in 
the name of cleaner air are being developed that will cause many 
of our country’s coal fired generating plants to be shut down or 
cause the cost of the power from them to be priced beyond the 
reach of many.  Our elected representatives have given the authority 
to government agencies to issue rules that have the full force and 
effect of law.  I guess that means the elected officials have punted.  
Somewhere reason must prevail.  We all have a responsibility not 
to destroy the life giving environment that we inherited.  But if we 
must change, we did not get here in a few years or a few decades.  
It came about over generations. Change must come the same way, 
over a period of time, so that we can all adapt.  The cost of rapid 
course change will not only disrupt the economy but the individual 
lives of many.  Burdens of these type changes are very likely to fall 
on those in the bottom half of the economic scale.  That includes 
most of around here.
     We should be aware of these coming changes.  From my prospec-
tive we should be making each decision aware of likely substantial 
future increases in energy costs.  Price will likely become a ration-
ing means.  I hope this does not become “the new normal.”  
     As individuals we must take control of our energy usage.  We 
need to become more energy conscious considering what is wasted, 
what can be conserved and how we can become more energy ef-
ficient.  The electric bill is the sum of many points of usage.  
     Thirty years ago the cost of delivering electricity was about half 
of the electric bill.  Today the cost of delivering electricity is about 
a quarter of the electric bill.  In the future the delivery part will be 
a lesser percentage of the total.  And the cost of the delivery has 
not gone down and likely will not in the future.  But the cost of the 
energy will increase at a more rapid pace.
     The “new normal.”  I hope not.  But then we have heard of “dark 
light.”
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ELECTRALITE
P.O. Box 751 Seminole, Okla. 74818
Serving Hughes, Lincoln, McIntosh, 
Okfuskee, Pottawatomie, Seminole 
and portions of Oklahoma, 
Cleveland and Creek counties

Main Office and Headquarters
Interstate 40 at the Prague/Seminole Exit

Area Office
35 W JC Watts Street, Eufaula

Office Hours
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday -Friday

Board of Trustees
President— Matt Goodson, Tecumseh ......................District 5
Vice President — Robert Schoenecke, Meeker .........District 2
Secretary-Tres.—Steve Marak, Meeker ....................District 1
Asst. Sec/Treas. — Joe Semtner, Konawa ................District 6
Yates Adcock, Dustin   ..............................................District 8
Gary Crain, Prague.....................................................District 3
Clayton Eads, Shawnee .............................................District 4
J.P, Duvall, Seminole .................................................District 7
George E Hand .....................................................Manager
J. Roger Henson ....................................................Attorney
Ann Weaver ...........................................................Editor

Telephone Numbers
Seminole .........................................................(405) 382-3680
Shawnee, Tecumseh, Earlsboro ......................(405) 273-4680
Toll free.............................................................(877)382-3680
Eufaula ........................................................... (918) 689-3232

     Read               Billing date
Cycle 1              26th-31st             5th          1-1/2% penalty
Cycle 2               6th-11th             15th        is applied 20 
Cycle 3              16th-21st             25th       after billing date

In Case of Trouble
1. Check for blown fuse or tripped circuit breakers.
2. Check with your neighbors. Ask if their electricity is off 
and if they have reported it.
3. If not call the office and report the trouble.

Operating Statistics for April
                                                            2010                  2011 
Operating Revenues .......................... $3,682,507           $4,108,483 
Wholesale Cost of Power .................. $3,077,317          $3,143,665 
Percentage WPC is of Revenue .................. 83.57               76.51 
Revenue Per Mi of Line: MTD ...............  $716.44           $795.91 
Consumers per mile of line:MTD ..................4.55                 4.56
KWPeak Demand -This Month ................103,470            113,254 
Billing KW Demand ..................................115,005           110,748
KW Peak Demand: YTD .......................... 158,984           162,960
KWH Purchased - This Month .............50,769,990       54,299,960
Taxes Paid ...............................................  $78,947          $85,541
Interest on Long Term Debt ...................  $193,017         $185,866 
System Load Factor ......................................   68.1                66.6

New Services Staked in May
   During the month of May 64 new services were staked. 

The total new services staked in 2011 is 196. This compares 
to 158 for the same period in 2010. 

BEGINNING BALANCE 4/30/11............$150,971.80 
Deposits ..........................................................7,595.80 
Interest Income  ...................................................10.79 
Checks Issued ................................................-5,474.70 
Approved, not yet paid ................................-18,410.33 
BALANCE 5/31/11.................................  $134,693.36

FINANCIAL 
STATEMENT
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     One of the best ways to keep your house cooler dur-
ing the summer is to keep the sun and the heat outdoors. 
You’ll be able to inch the thermostat up a few degrees, 
so you could see a reduction in your cooling bill this 
summer. Plus, your family will feel more comfortable.
A few tricks:
     • Replace your window curtains with a style that 
has a white backing on the window side, and then close 
them during the day. The U.S. Department of Energy says the heat-
deflecting white can reduce the amount of heat that gets into the house 
by up to 45 percent.
      • Hang window awnings on south-, west- and east-facing windows. 
DOE says you can reduce solar heat gain on the hottest days by up to 
65 percent on south-facing windows and 77 percent on west-facing win-

dows by covering them with awnings.
      • Try sun screens. These are different from insect screens. 
Sometimes called solar shades, they are made from see-
through mesh that’s woven tight enough to block a lot of heat 
and UV rays, but transparent enough that you can see through 
them, so they don’t block your view.
     • Plant shade trees near windows that get the most sunlight 
during the summer. A young tree won’t keep you cool this 

year, but as it grows, it will keep more sun out and allow your home to 
stay cooler all day.
     • Caulk around windows and doors to keep your air conditioned air 
in the house and the hot air out. Also, look for and patch other holes in 
indoor walls that are on the perimeter of the house—especially around 
electrical, cable and phone outlets.
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Keep the sun out of your house this summer and stay cooler

Big TVs are big energy hogs
     The next TV you buy 
probably will be bigger than 
the last—way bigger. And the 
bigger the TV, the more energy 
it uses.
      In fact, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy estimates that 
high-resolution, direct-view 
(not rear-projection) TVs use as 
much electricity in a year as a 
refrigerator.
      So the Federal Trade 
Commission is requiring TV 
manufacturers to post a yellow-
and-black EnergyGuide label 
on every new TV.
     The removable label 
estimates how much you will 
pay in energy costs to operate 
the TV for a year and compares 
that cost with other models 
with similar-size screens.
     You’ve seen the label 
before; the FTC has long required it on appliances like washing machines and refrigerators.
      How much energy a TV uses varies widely depending on the brand, the size, and whether it’s a plasma TV 
or an LCD TV. 
     Another label to look for when you shop for a new TV: The Energy Star label. This one’s not required, but 
TVs that qualify to display it use about 40 percent less energy than others.

     The hidden account number 
hidden in the July edition of The 
ElectraLite is worth $25. Remember 
the contest rules as you search.  1. 
The account number must be your 
own and found within the contents 
of the paper. 2. Your number must 
be reported by the 15th of each 
month. 3. You must report to our 
office by phone, mail or in person.

      Adding outdoor lights around your home is 
one of the best ways to protect it from break-
ins. You can add safety and style with a few 
well-placed lights. Some tips:
     • Place a light at every entry point to your 
home: above or beside windows and doors, 
including the garage door.
     • Mount lighting fixtures on exterior walls 
near first-floor and basement windows to dis-
courage burglars.
     • Illuminate your front, back and side 
yards with floodlights so nobody can skulk 
around without being seen.
     • Light up your driveway with pathway 

lights and another light above the garage door 
to lower the chances someone will break into 
your car.
     • Send a message to prowlers that the neigh-
bors will notice them. Mount lanterns in trees 
to pour light into your yard and onto your deck. 
Likewise, post uplights at the base of trees and 
shrubs.
     • If you have a security camera or a security 
system warning sign, train a light on it so it’s 
visible to intruders.
     •  Arrange outdoor lights so they’re high 
enough to be out of the reach of vandals. Secu-
rity experts say that’s nine feet off the ground.

Outdoor lights keep bad guys away

    If you’re looking for a 
quick way to save on your 
electricity bill, install a 
dimmer switch.
    Dimmer switches reduce 
a lamp’s wattage, which 
can save you money while 
giving the room a cozy feel. 
     If you have already 
switched to energy-efficient 
compact fluorescent light 
bulbs, choose those that are 
labeled as compatible with 
dimmer switches. It’s not 
safe to use an incompatible 
compact fluorescent with a 
dimmer, even if you keep 
the dimmer on full light.
     And be aware that not 
all CFLs can be dimmed. 
Read the package’s label.  
You’ll find dimmer switch-
es at any hardware or home 
store, and they’re are easy 
to install. Before you start, 
cut off the circuit breaker 
to that switch and use a 
voltage tester to be sure the 
circuit is dead.

CVEC offices wil be closed 
on Monday, July 4, and 

reopen July 5
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     Each CVEC member family is limited to ONE free classified 
ad per month. The form below must be used. The length of the ad 
cannot exceed three lines on the form. ads run only one time. Area 
codes are not used unless outside the 405 area. 

Trading Center Classifieds

All INFORMATION BELOW MUST BE COMPLETED

     Classified must be received by the 5th of the month to appear in the following 
edition of The Electra-Lite.     

Name 

Address

Account number                                 Phone number

3 br, 2 ba 1,300 sq ft, 
4 acres, w/of Eufaula, 
$145,000. (918) 617-3887
3 br house in Shawnee, 
601 N Kickapoo, needs 
work, $30,000. 201-8957
80 acres, 4 ponds, 5 
springs, good fence, 
cross fenced, pipe corral, 
$150,000. 382-7250
4 br, 1 ba, 1,300 sq ft. ch/a, 
5 acres, detached garage, 
across Strothers School, 
$44,900. 226-9662
Wanted: 5-20 acres pas-
ture w/water to run a few 
cows, long-term lease. 
273-2321

03 Buick Century, new 
tires, v-6, $2,000 firm. 
333-2930
09 Harley trike, tri-glide 
ultra classic, w/reverse, 
most options, $32,500. 
570-4800
02 V-Star Silverado seat/
passenger seat w/studs, 
$100. 275-8173
01 Lincoln Towncar, 78k 
mi, loaded, $7,200 258-
2197
89 Ford pickup, sale or 
trade; 305 pickup motor. 
273-7335
84 Mercedes 190 E, $750; 
90 Galant, $1,200; 93 
Sable, $1,500 obo. 598-
3540, 274-3580

00 Silverado 2500 series 
4x4 heavy duty towing 
package, long bed, $4,200 
obo. 356-9428
82 Mercedes 380 SL 
$6,000. (918) 623-0582
93 1 ton Ford 14’ box 
cargo van, new tires, 
$3,000. 356-2077, 627-
6856

5th wheel trailer hitch w/
all parts, $400 obo. 273-
8301, 788-5040
83 Cora RV 33’ long 
$2,100 (580) 925-8909
3x9x4 swift scopes new 
camper trailer, sleeps 2, 
$200. 273-7887
00 Coachman MH 34’ 
Ford V10, 44,604 mi. 
488-4917, 488-5279
96 Dutchman 24’ 5th 
wheel, $5,200. 997-5629
09 Heartland Big Country 
5th wheel, 38’, 4 slide, 
king bed, washer/dryer 
$42,500. 382-7206, 380-
5582
93 Coachman 33’ diesel 
pusher, new roof, air cond, 
tinted windows, $30,000. 
(918) 618-6052

4 classic Farmall tractors, 
1 Super A, 2 Super Ms, 
1 Super H; riding lawn 
mower; brush hog. 401-
8997, 997-5699

Frt end loader, fits farm 
tractor w/o bucket. 784-
2305
Square bale loader, $350. 
598-5680
5 JD weighs 40 pounds 
ea, $115 ea. 279-3638
30 hp New Holland trac-
tor, 2 wd, $7,500. 567-
2635
Heston 107 disc cutter, 9 
pt cut, $4,000; 8 wheel V 
rake; 3 pt hookup $1,000; 
Heston 5540 bailer 4x5 
bales $3,500. 567-4467, 
990-5838
Looking to trade a tire 
and regular operate brush 
hog for good tire oper-
ated brush hog. (918) 667-
3680, 488-8124

4 m/o fm goat. 221-0106
Guines Bantam chicks 
$10. 598-6711
Firewater Flit mare bred to 
Lacio Ladiesman $3,000, 
9 y/o heading gelding, 
$4,000. 452-3267
Show prospect boer goats, 
does whethers, born 2-26. 
255-9411, 990-7300
3 blk cows, 1 blk wf 3-5 
y/o 1 red mf calf 3 y/o, 
$6,400 all. 820-3862
Donkeys, $50-$150; Jack, 
Jenny, brown, blk, white 
or spotted. 301-3952
Boston terrier pups, born 
4-26, s/w reg, m $175, F 
$200. 592-9587

ASD reg mini aussies 
born 5/18. 941-4199
Rabbits, 221-7671
30 m/o hereford bulls 
1,500 pds, $2,000 obo; 
young turkeys, guieneas. 
(580) 925-2436
Buckskin gelding, baby 
safe, sm utd on shots, 
$1,100. 452-3267
Reg. limo bulls/hefrs blk, 
polled. 517-3824, 279-
3398
Angus bulls 279-3398, 
474-2018

Bermuda grass sq bales, 
horse quality. 474-2018, 
279-3398
Castor been seed, free yel-
low cannabulbs, alo vera 
plants. 598-6711
Variable recliner, sw rock-
er, $100 both. 258-2197
Altec theatre speakers, 
$500. (918) 623-0582
15 amp plasma cutter, 16’ 
landscape trailer. 273-
7335
3.5 ton heat/air unit. (918) 
667-3680
Trec 2000 Veriable spd 
tredmill, $35. 997-5629
Blk leather motion couch, 
recliner; blk polister 
leather recliner, $1,000 
all. 454-2079
2 20’x20” pipe, $200 ea. 
598-0469
400 gal plastic tank, $60; 
55 gal plastic barrels $4 
ea; truck load of books, 
$40; table 4 chairs, $50; 
book case $20. 398-4912
Wanted: tent trailer pull 
behind motorcycle. 356-
2828
4x5 rd bale hay mixed 
grass, $25 ea. 567-1276
Stewart clipper-hand 
crank over 100 y/o $100; 
light 12 browning gold 
trigger. 221-1220
Whirlpool electric stove, 
stainless/blk $50; 55 
gal metal barrels w/lids 
clamps, $10, plastic bar-
rels, $5. 567-3994
New tire/wheel Dunlop 
AT21x7R10 radial w/
new wheel Yamaha 10x5, 
$100; Craftsman 16” 
scroll saw, direct drive 
cast iron base, 2” max cut 
$50. 382-5045

Bee removal; Wanted 
large alfalfa bloom. 432-
9352
Gas dryer, elec. washer, 
kitchen appliances, 3 dr 
file cab; tvs, radios, and 
more 279-2475
24” color Sanyo TV and 
converter box, $50. 386-
5201
King box/mattress, $65, 
queen box matress, $60; 
sofa, $40; recliner, $20; 
wooden rocking chair, 
$40. 398-4912
Clocks for sale and repair. 
513-2986
Dining room table, 6 
chairs, Keller, three leaves, 
4x7 $500. 275-2381, 567-
9255
Tools for trucking equip, 
1” drive, 2 3/4 down to 
1/2” torque wrenches; 
3/4” air wrench, multi 
hand tools. 838-2335
Thornless black berries. 
941-4142
Smoke and carbon detec-
tors, $8; motion light $10; 
depth finder, $25; fiber-
glass boat seats, $15 ea. 
598-5286
I do machine quilting. 
383-2516
Bottled water dispenser 
crock/wood floor stand, 
$15. 964-3449
4 Shawnee cookie jars; 
pickup bed trailer, 33” 
Troybilt w/electric start 
lawn mower. 273-7335
Wanted: recipe for bran 
muffin made and sold at 
Anna Maude’s Caferteria 
in OKC in 50s. 454-3221
Sears Lifestyler treadmill, 
$65; Horizon treadmill, 
10 mph, $200. 382-1444
New carpet w/pad 3 rms 
14x14, 1 rm 16x16 $700 
obo. 380-5076
New hood #7311433 for 
20 hp Yardmax; Yamaha 
200 4 wheeler $1,200. 
380-6823, 452-3679
Amigo 3-wheel elect chair 
w/manual lift, $1,300. 
863-8138
Wanted: used books $45. 
878-8858
220 AC $100; frig $100; 
freezer $75; washer/dryer 
$200; elect oven built in, 
$100. 275-3419
Elect stove, like new, 1.5 
yrs/o, $275 obo. 382-
6631, 990-2660

Real Estate

Misc

Pets/livestock

Farm

Automobiles

RV/Marine
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